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The Valley Habitat 
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A Joint Publication of the Stanislaus Audubon Society 

 and the Yokuts Group of the Sierra Club 

Our November 18
th

 Program:    "The Problem"   --  Impacts to a World  

With 7 Billion People  --  Presented by Lee Miller  

With Apologies to 
Charlie Dickens: 

Christmas Ghosts 
Visit Congressman 

Denham  

--by Brad Barker, Yokuts Chair 

 In a nearly-identical universe, 

Ebenezer Denham is an ethically-

challenged, lobbyist-loving, tea-

party-hugging congressman. He 

fancies himself a cowboy with   

19th-century attitudes. Only now it's 

the 21st.                                                     

 On Christmas Eve, a nephew 

stops by the Denham ranch. "What a 

sparkling night. Don't the stars 

look beautiful, Uncle Ebenezer?" 

asks the nephew.                       

 "Bah!" says Denham, 

"Humbug! I need to check my lat-

est campaign donations from the 

petroleum-industrial complex." 

 Late that night, the con-

gressman sleeps at his desk. Some-

thing startles him awake. A figure in a 

trench coat and fedora has grabbed a 

branding iron off the wall and 

smacked it on the desk. Denham is 

not easily frightened, but he is 

shocked by this vision.            

 "Karl Rove, is that you? 

Oh, Great Turd Blossom, how have 

you been since that quasi-illegal 

ride we took together on a corpo-

rate plane?ò (True fact)                 

 "I am here to warn you. 

Three Spirits will visit you tonight. 

Consider their important words ." 

Rove turns and vanishes.    

 Denham sits alone. Hours 

pass without sleep. A light flashes 

and a childlike figure stands before 

him. It's not human; it's slippery, 

almost amphibian. It's a salaman-

der, a giant, endangered tiger sala-

mander! ñYikes! What are you?" 

Denham asks.                                

 "I am the Ghost of Christ-

mas Past."                                   

 The salamander takes 

Denham by the hand. They pass 

through a wall and stand in an open 

field near a creek. "I was a boy 

here!" exclaims Denham. They 

walk along the creek to a stand of 

cottonwoods. A solitary boy aims a 

BB gun at a songbird in a tree. He 

pulls the trigger. The bird falls next 

to the creek.                             

 "Bah!" says the boy, 

"Humbug! We humans are above na-

ture. We make our own rules."   

 

 

  Continued on page 5 

 

The program will be held Friday  Nov. 18, at the Fellowship Hall of the College Ave. Church, 1341 College 

Ave.  (at Orangeburg) in Modesto.  Refreshments and socializing begin at 6:45 p.m.  and the program starts at                

7 p.m.    It is free and open to the public.                   Also note: The Sierra Club 2012 Wilderness Wall  and Engagement  

Calendars ($13.91 and  $14.98 respectively, tax included) have arrived  and can be purchased at the program. 

World population recently surpassed 7 billion people.  Most of our world problems are symptoms of this 

overarching problem.  There are too many people on the earth for a sustainable future. How we handle 

the next few years of over-consumption and population growth will determine the outcome of Homo sapiens 

evolution as the dominant animal on planet Earth.  Lee is a retired fisheries biologist for the California 

Department of Fish and Game, he worked mostly on Bay-Delta fisheries relative to water develop-

ment.  He is a member of the Mother Lode Chapterôs Committee for a Sustainable World Population. 
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RECENT SIGHTINGS OF RARE OR UNCOMMON BIRDS 

  

 MERCED COUNTY: David Froba and multiple observers had two LARK BUNTINGS during an 

Audubon trip near the OôNeill Forebay on September 25. The habitat of this sparrow is the open prairie of 

the Midwest, so its breeding display involves fluttering in the air to be better seen and heard. 

 On October 2, Kent van Vuren had a PLUMBEOUS VIREO at the Basalt Campground. The range of 

this vireo is usually from the southern Rocky Mountains to east of the Great Basin. On that same day,   Peter 

Metropolous had two PECTORAL SANDPIPERS at Gun Club and Santa Fe Roads. The male Pectoral 

Sandpiper has an inflatable throat sac which it uses in breeding display flights, causing a series of unusual 

hoots over the Arctic tundra.  

Ralph Baker and Sal Salerno had three BLACK SWIFT S at Basalt Campground on October 4.    

These swifts breed and nest in ledges behind waterfalls; Bridalveil and Yosemite Falls are two of fewer than 

100 known breeding sites in all of North America. 

 

STANISLAUS COUNTY: On September 14, John Harris had a single VAUXôS SWIFT flying over his 

house four miles east of Oakdale.  These tiny ñcigars with wingsò can be found breeding in summer at such 

locales in Yosemite as Hodgdon Meadow and El Foresta.  

Eric Caine and David Froba had four SANDERLINGS at the restricted-access Modesto Water 

Quality Control Facility on September 15.  Sanderlings are the little ñclockworkò shorebirds that chase    

receding waves for bits of food, then scamper away from the next waves. 

Sal Salerno had two BLACK SWIFTS over the Tuolumne River near the La Grange Trail on October 6. 

The Modesto Water Quality Control Facility continued to produce good birds.  Daniel Gilman and 

Sal Salerno had two PACIFIC GOLDEN-PLOVERS there on October 8; Eric Caine and Harold Reeve had 

an AMERICAN GOLDEN -PLOVER there on October 9. The wintering grounds of the Pacific Golden-Plover 

extend nearly halfway around the world, from Asia to northeastern Africa. 

© Daniel Lee Brown                (www.naturestoc.smugmug.com ) 

A brief update on the Big Year for Merced and 

Stanislaus Counties.        John Harris  

The past month has seen more new species be-

cause of some interesting fall migrants. The 

grand total of species observed in Stanislaus 

Audubonôs collaborative Big Year is now at 240 

species for Stanislaus and Merced counties. 

Some recent additions include both Pacific and 

American Golden Plovers at the Modesto Sec-

ondary Wastewater Treatment Plant, Black 

Swifts seen in both counties, a Plumbeous Vireo 

at Basalt Campground, a Short-eared Owl in 

eastern Merced County and two Lark Buntings 

seen near OôNeill Forebay in Merced County. 

Migration is slowing down so weôll need to get 

some winter rarities to approach the 2009 total of 

251 species. 

http://www.naturestoc.smugmug.com
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 Humans and birds 

have been watching each other over 

the millennia that theyôve coexisted. 

The earliest peoples observed birds 

from an interest in them as sources of 

food. But as humans live for more 

than eating food, birds seem to mean 

more than their uses. By their inti-

mate connection with the seasons, 

their free flight, their utter strange-

ness, birds are permanently lodged in 

the human imagination. 

  A bird figurine found at a 

Paleolithic cave site is one of the ear-

liest examples of portable art; this 

item was carved from mammoth ivo-

ry 31,000 years ago. Ancient Egyp-

tians incorporated birds into their 

hieroglyphics.  That civilization has 

disappeared, but we can still discern 

falcons, geese, and ibises on papyri 

and caskets. Classical Greeks and 

Romans included divination of birds 

in religious practices. Priests studied 

whether birds flew by flock or alone, 

what calls they made, in which direc-

tions they flew, and what kinds of 

birds they were. Their interpretations 

were used for predicting future 

events, or determining if a present 

course was divinely sanctioned to 

proceed. Native American legends 

are rife with examples of birds influ-

encing their tribal histories. 

 Most Europeans in the Mid-

dle Ages lived in primary contact 

with nature as they hunted and har-

vested; they too ñread thingsò into 

bird behaviors. Close observation 

colored by imagination may produce 

art, but it also gives rise to beliefs 

that are intriguing, if not factually 

true. These oral traditions of folklore, 

legends, myths, and superstitions 

have been preserved in numerous 

books. 

A superstition, usually 

framed as cause and effect, has a der-

ivation of ñstanding still over [in 

amazement].ò Superstitions can be 

found in every culture and during 

every era, attesting to our universal 

attachments to birds. 

           Some superstitions are upbeat 

and cheerful.  If a stork stands on a 

house, it will bring peace and love; if 

it builds a nest, that family will have 

a baby. Swallows nesting onto a 

house protect its residents.  A wish 

made upon the first robin of spring 

will be granted.  Carrying a hawkôs 

feathers enables a person to under-

stand the speech of birds.  To cure 

insomnia or nightmares, place an 

owlôs feather under the pillow. 

Other superstitions are more 

ominous.  In Norway, the call of the 

loon means someone will drown 

soon. Birds that try to get into houses, 

or fly around in them, presage a death 

there.  An owl hooting near a house 

can bring bad luck for the listener. 

Sparrows carry the souls of the dead, 

so itôs unlucky to kill one.  Hearing a 

bittern call may foretell the arrival of 

a greedy new acquaintance. 

 Those beliefs seem so arbitrary, 

one may say with Hamlet, ñThere is 

nothing either good or bad, but thinking 

makes it so.ò In truth, though, super-

stitions flow from emotion; seldom, 

if ever, does reason come into play. 

Modern-day scientists may publish 

data about birds, but they may still 

not convince many residents of Louisiana 

bayous or Appalachian hollows. A 

Portuguese ornithologist may explain 

that storks land on houses because 

theyôre safe perches, but that wonôt 

prevent a villager from putting out 

grain to keep his lucky bird around.  

Science canôt extinguish primeval 

fear and aweðnot should it, for then 

we would be less human. 

 Once I was sitting by a 

meadow in Yosemite at dusk, hoping 

to see a Great Gray Owl.  The woods 

were turning grayer every minute. 

Suddenly, I felt a shiver of another 

presence nearby.  I turned and saw a 

raven perched on a limb.  It flapped 

its wings to re-adjust and fixed on me 

with its blank eye. After a while, I 

decided to leave.  I reasoned that the 

raven, having learned to associate 

humans with food, was waiting to 

scavenge something I might discard.  

Nevertheless, I felt briefly what some 

European hunter must have felt when 

he hurried homeðthat some ill may 

befall him in the woods as night de-

scended, dark as the raven he saw 

there.  

 

MAKE A WISH UPON A BIRD            by Salvatore Salerno 

 © Tom Grey 

tgreybirds.com  

http://tgreybirds.com


Stanislaus Audubon Society 

Board of Directors: Bill Amundsen, Ralph 

Baker, Eric Caine, Joe Devine, Lori 

Franzman, Jody Hallstrom, David Froba,  

Daniel Gilman, John Harris, Harold Reeve, 

Salvatore Salerno, Dale Swanberg. 

Officers & Committee Chairs  

President: Sal Salerno             985-1232 

                       (bees2@sbcglobal.net) 

Vice President: Eric Caine             968-1302

                  (ericcaine@sbcglobal.net) 

Treasurer: David Froba             521-7265

           (froba@comcast.net) 

Secretary: John Harris             848-1518

                             (johnh@mills.edu) 

Membership: Revolving 

San Joaquin River Refuge Field Trips:     

Bill Amundsen              521-8256

                 (birdscouter@prodigy.net)

Other Field Trips: David Froba       521-7265 

           (froba@comcast.net) 

Christmas Bird Counts: 

Harold Reeve                538-0885 

How to Join Audubon 

To become a member of the National        

Audubon Society, which entitles you               

to receive Valley Habitat and Audubon      

Magazine, send your check for $20.00 to: 

 National Audubon Society         

 Membership Data Center 

P.O. Box 51003 - Boulder, CO 80323-1003 

Visit our web site at www.stanislausbirds.org 
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 AUDUBON FIELD TRIPS 

 

October 22   Modesto Reservoir and area. Wintering birds should 

have arrived by now and be ready for our inspection: water birds, 

tree birds, and hawks and eagles.  Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Stanislaus 

Library parking lot at 1500 I Street. Trip leader, Sal Salerno. We'll 

be back about noon. 

 

November 12   Woodward Reservoir. "The best underbirded area in 

the county" says one local expert. We'll look for raptors as well as 

water and perching birds. Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Stanislaus Library 

parking lot at 1500 I Street. Trip leader, John Harris. We'll be back 

about noon. 

 

November 13   San Joaquin River National Wildlife Refuge. We 

have access to to the whole Refuge, not just the part open to the pub-

lic, to search for birds and take in the views of this increasingly 

wonderful place. Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Stanislaus Library parking 

lot at 1500 I Street. Trip leader, Bill Amundsen. Back by noon or 

early afternoon. 

 

December 10   Merced National Wildlife Refuge. For all-around 

birding (water birds, shorebirds, perching birds, raptors) this may be 

the best place to bird near Modesto and it will be in high season.  Meet 

at 7:00 a.m. at the Stanislaus Library parking lot at 1500  I Street. 

FIELD TRIP LISTSERV-  

If you would like to be on a group 

email to advise you of all      

Audubon field trips,  please email:  

Dave Froba at froba@comcast.net. 

    At Basalt Campground, 9-24-11 

mailto:froba@comcast.net
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Saturday, November 12     

Day hike (1A)  

4-mile hike along the          

Tuolumne River.   

Meet at 9 a.m. at the American 

Legion Hall parking lot,               

1001  S. Santa Cruz Avenue.                         

Dogs and children welcome.  

Info:  Dorothy 549-9155,                 

dorothygriggs@att.net or Elaine 

586-9640, vevado@yahoo.com 

 

Wild & Scenic Film Festival  

Columbia College, Sonora, 

Dogwood Forum, 5 p.m.  

Tickets $8, Students admitted free 

Five environmental and adventure 

films will be shown, including "A 

Mongolian Couch" (green living), "So 

Right So Smart" (sustainability move-

ment), and "180 Degrees South" (eco-

road trip through Chilean Patagonia).    

More information is available at 

www.sierrfilmfest.org. 

 

Outings Leader Training 
101 (OLT 101) 

This class is open to the public 

and existing leaders for certifica-

tion/re-certification to lead outings 

for the Mother Lode Chapter, Si-

erra Club.  There is no fee for at-

tending this training! 

  Our Outing Leaders are volun-

teers who get to decide when they 

want to go, where they want to go 

and how fast or slow they want to 

go.  There are no quotas or mini-

mum number of outings that you 

must conduct.  If you want to do 

ñDinner and a Movieò or a 20-

mile, 5,000ô elevation gain ñDeath 

Marchò; it is entirely up to you! 

  Please RSVP to Tony Loftin 

(information below) so he will 

have enough training packets for 

all attending; or, contact him with 

any questions you may have about 

this training. 

Class Specifics:  
  Date: Saturday, November 12th 

  Time: 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

  Location: Mother Lode Chapter 

Conference Room                     

Address: 801 ñKò Street, Suite 
2700 (27th Floor)    Sacramento, 

CA  95814   

  Directions - Here is a link to a 

map/directions to loca-

tion: http://maps.google.com/

mapsmsie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0

&msid=218349158515783771161

.0004665c3b8eb64a41b0b&z=19 

Email:                                           

Hikingtony@earthlink.net  

Phone: 916.448.3230 

 

Christmas Ghosts Visit ...         
(continued from page 1)   

  

 Denham finds himself 

back at the ranch. A voice calls his 

name. He opens the door. It's fel-

low Congressman Jerry McNer-

ney, the man who defeated eco-

villain Richard Pombo. 

"McNerney? What are you doing 

here?"                                           

 "I am the Ghost of Christ-

mas Present," he says and he leads 

Denham to a kitchen in Turlock 

where a family discusses their 

congressman.                   

 "Extreme tea-party poli-

cies, lobbyists writing their own 

legislation, tax breaks for the 

wealthy - Denham's record is odi-

ous," says the father.                 

 "He does not respect the 

glories of God's creation. Denham 

has voted to undermine some of 

the most vital environmental and 

public health laws. How do we get 

such leaders?" asks the mother. 

Denham shrugs, "Yeah, yeah, 

blah, blah. Anything else?"       

 The Ghost of Christmas 

Future wears a black robe. Antlers 

rise from the Spirit's head. "You're 

a reindeer?" asks Denham.         

 "In Alaska we're called 

caribou," replies the Ghost. 

 Denham and the caribou 

fly above a post-apocalyptic world 

of toxic clouds, gaping craters, 

abandoned oil rigs and rusted ma-

chinery.                                

 "Where is everyone?" asks 

Denham. He knows the answer.  

 In a fairy tale, Denham 

would break down and say: "I will 

cherish and protect God's creation 

for the remainder of my years. I'll 

do honest work to serve less fortu-

nate people everywhere." In reali-

ty, the freshman congressman los-

es his next election to an astro-

naut. 

 You know the ending: 

"God Bless Us Every One!" 

WORLD POPULATION: 7 BILLION  
AND GROWING 
A talk with John Seager, President of Popula-

tion Connection  

 

WHEN: FRIDAY, NOVEMEBER 18TH  

TIME: DOORS OPEN 5:30 p.m.            

EVENT    6:00 p.m. -7:30 p.m.  

WHERE: UC MERCED, CLASSROOM 

BUILDING 105  

PRESENTED BY: SCIENCE ALLIANCE 

http://www.sierrfilmfest.org/
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=218349158515783771161.0004665c3b8eb64a41b0b&z=19
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=218349158515783771161.0004665c3b8eb64a41b0b&z=19
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=218349158515783771161.0004665c3b8eb64a41b0b&z=19
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=218349158515783771161.0004665c3b8eb64a41b0b&z=19
mailto:Hikingtony@earthlink.net
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Bear Lake Trip Report   by Monica Casey 

Our October 1 hike to Bear Lake was simply lovely! Our cheerful group enjoyed sunshine with a cool breeze. 

Wildlife spotted along the way was limited to horses, boy scouts, and various birds who shall remain anony-

mous. Two of us had a quick splash in the lake and warmed on the granite. Participants were Bonnie, Alan, 

Maggie, Cyril, and me. Dinner at Mi Pueblo in downtown Sonora was divine! 

 

Central Valley Birding Sympo-

sium  

The Central Valley Bird Club will be 

hosting the Fifteenth Annual Central 

Valley Birding Symposium Nov. 17-

20, 2011 at the Stockton Hilton Hotel 

in Stockton, CA. Please come and help 

us kick off this year's CVBS! Come 

meet the CVBS board & staff mem-

bers! Reconnect with old friends! 

Meet new ones! Take advantage of the 

scrumptious Hors D'oeuvres buffet & 

No Host Bar on Thursday night. 

Thursday Night Keynote speakers are: 

Ed Harper & John Sterling presenting 

a program on "Appreciating the Birds 

of the Central Valley". Come sit back 

and watch as Ed & John take us on a 

photographic journey to catch a 

glimpse of the avian world of the Cen-

tral Valley. 

Friday Night's keynote program is pre-

sented by Ron LeValley on "The Writ-

ings of William Leon Dawson-a Cali-

fornia Bird Pioneer". Dawson's writ-

ings are humorous, sad, spiritual, satir-

ical, and inspirational. Ron's presenta-

tion and photography captures much 

of this feeling. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS �± 
WE NEED YOU! 

 The Christmas Bird Counts for 

our area are coming up next month. 

Stanislaus Audubon birders of all lev-

els are invited to share in these enjoya-

ble events.  If you can count and know 

a few birds by sight, your efforts 

would be great appreciated.  Each 

count area will have at least one expe-

rienced birder to help you in your 

sightings.   The CBCs not only gather 

vital bird survey data for Audubon, but 

they also present opportunities for you 

to see dozens of species, and hundreds 

of individual birds, in a single day. 

 Los Banos CBC - Monday,       

December 26.  Ryan's Restaurant 

(San Luis Plaza, west of Los  Banos) 

Breakfast at 6:00 a.m., otherwise 

meeting at 6:30 a.m.  Compiler is John 

Fulton: email  merced birding 

@hotmail.com. TRAVEL NOTE: 

Highway 165 will be closed between 

Stevinson and Los Banos through the 

winter.  You must access Los Banos 

from I-5 and Highway 152. 

  

Waterford-La Grange CBC - Satur-

day, December 17.  The Fruit Yard 

Restaurant  (7948 Yosemite Ave-

nue) Breakfast at 6:00 a.m., otherwise 

meeting at 6:30 a.m.  Compiler is Har-

old Reeve: 538-0885. 

  

Caswell-Westley CBC - Thursday, De-

cember 29.  Denny's Restaurant (2052 

W. Orangeburg Avenue) Breakfast at 

6:00 a.m., otherwise meeting at 6:30 

a.m.  Compiler is Harold Reeve. 

 


